Wednesday, December 8, 2004
1 John 3:1 – 24

John begins this chapter with the proclamation of God’s great love for us; His adoption of us as His own. He also points out that if the world did not accept Christ, it will not understand or recognize us, even when we do everything exactly as it should be done. Though we continually seek to act only with God’s love as our guide, not all of our efforts will be successful, and some will even be received with anger and hatred.


In verse 4 the NASB better pictures what John says than the NIV—“Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness…”  The lawless persons about whom John speaks are not diligent believers who succumb to their sinful nature and then seek God’s forgiveness. They are those who practice sin as though they hope to get better at it! The grammar of the Greek word here implies the continual, habitual, action of sinning. Verse 6 refers to this habitual sinning, not to the idea that Christians will become perfect and never sin. That idea has already been denied by Scripture as a whole and by John’s words concerning our need for God’s forgiveness as we live out our faith.  Again in verse 9, the NASB is clearer on this concept. It says “No one born of God practices sin…” In verse 10 the NIV phrase “Anyone who does not do what is right…” would be better translated as “Anyone who does not habitually practice doing right…”  (Language experts point out that not only does this more accurately represent the context of Scripture, but the grammar (tenses, participles, etc.) of the passage insists on it.)  

Having explained the curse of sin and the blessing of righteous living, John returns to his words concerning Christian love and how we are to treat one another. John traveled and ministered with Jesus as He taught His apostles the importance of their love for Him and for one another. As he wrote, John may have been recalling Jesus reply to the man who wanted to know the greatest commandment. Jesus said that to love God was the first and to love others as we love ourselves was the second. He added that the whole Law hinged on these two commands (Matthew 22:36-40;Mark 12:31).  The question not answered by the gospel writers is whether Jesus’ questioner realized that He was pointing out to him the obvious truth that the man could not do this perfectly, and was led by that realization to belief in the Savior. 
